Book reviews
Sherrington: His Life and Thought John C Eccles & William C Gibson pp 269 OM 34 Berlin: Springer 1979 Sir John Eccles, a distinguished pupil, and Bill Gibson who came to Oxford just too late to be a pupil, have written this work to emphasize Sherring ton's training and early work in Liverpool, which have been somewhat neglectedbyothers; to describe the later Oxford years; to defineSherrington's contribution to CNS theory; and to comment at some length on his later philosophical work in Man on his Nature.
Eccles describes the redesigningof the isometric myograph and the consequent disappearance of the 'angle' which was the artefact due to friction at the end of the period of contraction. He quotes Sherrington as saying: 'Aren't I lucky, I found I had not mentioned the word "angle" once', and says that Sherrington had of course believed the authenticity of the 'angle' as had all members of the Oxford School. I doubt ifSherrington believed whole-heartedly in the 'angle'. Perhaps he had a highly developed feeling for marshy and uncertain ground. Fulton was less 'lucky'. His book on Muscular Contraction and the Reflex Control of Movementis largelyconcerned with the 'angle'.
There is a touch of hagiolatry about the description of the Oxford scene and indeed of Sherrington's non-scientificactivities. It is possible to honour and even venerate Sherrington as a physiologist without taking seriously his poetry, which though it has been praised by competent poets, has lines which qualify for the Stuffed Owl: 'The jolly satyr's hoof' indeed! This book is full of interesting information, but , Sherrington's full achievement still lacks a penetrating critique. The text is in four sections: anatomy, embryology, and physiology of the kidney with particular emphasis on practical aspects; methods of investigation and diagnosis of renal diseases, together with an account of their pathophysiology; a description of renal diseases in detail, both common and rare disorders being excellentlyreported; treatment of renal diseases with good sections on haemodialysisand renal transplantation.
This bookis probably the best text on nephrology currently available. It is superbly illustrated and excellentlyproduced. It isnot a book recommended for reading from cover to cover, but will prove invaluable as a source and reference text of all aspects of nephrology. A single criticism is that it wouldhave been preferable to produce the book in two separate volumes similar to the original work of 1968. The present work weighs 3.5 kg and it is predicted that in 11 years' time the binding will not have survived as adequately as the twovolumes of the parent book from the Necker Hospital of approximately similar total weight.
M D'MILNE

Professor ofMedicine Westminster Medical School, London
Renal Prostaglandins, vol 1, 1977 J B Lee (ed) pp 238 £15.25
Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1979
This book is an historical review of the subject up to 1977and is complementary to other volumes in a series from the same publisher on the prostaglandins. The indexing consists of key words from the different chapters together with full titles of the references from each chapter which makes quick reference a little difficult. In a field which is expanding as quickly as this one, almost any publication is bound to be out of date but it is very useful to have the historical elements emphasized, so that even for the non-expert and particularly for those with an interest in the kidney it will prove extremelyuseful.The topicsconsidered range from the discovery of renal prostaglandins, the possible anatomical distribution and a consideration of analytical techniques. The possible intrarenal effectsof prostaglandins, with particular emphasis on renal blood flow, sodium excretion and renin, angiotensin and aldosterone, receive extensive consideration. Most of these chapters are well
